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Saturday of Holy Week - The Easter Vigil 
 

Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church – Tempe, AZ 
 

The Mission of Beautiful Savior is to Serve the Lord, 
Extend the Gospel and Make Jesus alive in the 

community. 
 

March 30, 2024                                   6:30pm  

 

 
 
AS WE GATHER 

The Vigil of Easter, which is celebrated at the end of Holy Saturday, ushers in 

the celebration of the Resurrection of Our Lord on Easter Sunday. It is a very 

ancient custom that critically connects the days of Holy Week, especially 

Maundy Thursday and Good Friday, with the culminating celebration of the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. In the early centuries of the 

Church’s life, the people of God would hold vigil, which means “keep watch,” 

through the night in expectation of Christ’s return. The vigil consisted of 

prayer, psalms and readings, especially from the Old Testament, but also of the 
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crucifixion narrative itself with preaching. Some Vigil observances, spilling 

over into the morning hours past midnight, culminated in the celebration of the 

resurrection at dawn with Holy Communion. During the vigil, those who had 

prepared throughout Lent to be joined to Christ were baptized, giving rise to 

the importance of proclaiming the connection between the events of the 

Gospels with the life of faith for a Christian. The numerous long texts 

designated to the Vigil are given pride of place, even over a sermon, to 

proclaim for themselves that Scripture is fulfilled by the victory of Christ. 

 

THE SERVICE OF LIGHT 
 

The procession begins in the back of church. The Lights are dimmed and everyone has a 

candle. 

 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
P Sisters and brothers in Christ, on this most holy night when our  

Savior Jesus Christ passed from death to life, we gather with the  
church throughout the world in vigil and prayer.  This is the  
Passover of Jesus Christ.  Through light and the Word, through  
water, through bread and wine, we proclaim Christ's death and  
resurrection, share Christ's triumph over sin and death, and await  
Christ's coming again in glory. 
 

Let us pray, O God, you are like a refiner's fire, and your Spirit  
kindles the hearts of your faithful people. Bless this flame and  
those who keep this Easter Vigil so that, burning with desire for  
life with you, we may be found rightly prepared to take part in that  
festival of Light which has no end, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C Amen 
P Jesus Christ, yesterday and today, the beginning and the ending,  

Alpha and Omega; all time belongs to Him, and all ages; to Him  
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be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
C Amen 
 

The Paschal Candle is lit. 

 
THE PROCESSION 
 

At the entrance to the sanctuary 
 

P The Light of Christ 
C Thanks be to God 
 

In the middle of the sanctuary 
 

P The Light of Christ 
C Thanks be to God 
 

At the altar of the sanctuary.  
 

P The Light of Christ 
C Thanks be to God 
 

EASTER PROCLAMATION 
 

P Rejoice now, all you heavenly choirs of angels; rejoice now, all  
creation; sound forth, trumpet of salvation, and proclaim the triumph  
of our King.  Rejoice too, all the earth, in the radiance of the light  
now poured upon you and made brilliant by the brightness of the  
everlasting King; know that the ancient darkness has been forever  
banished.  Rejoice, O Church of Christ, clothed in the brightness  
of this light; let all this house of God ring out with rejoicing, with  
the praises of all God’s faithful people. 

C Amen 
 
 



 4 

HYMN                “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” LSB 809, Verses 1-2 
 

1 Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father;  
   There is no shadow of turning with Thee. 
 Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail not; 
 As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be. Refrain   
 

Refrain: Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 
  Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
  All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 
  Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!   
 

2 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,  
 Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 
 Join with all nature in manifold witness  
 To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Refrain 
 

SERVICE OF READINGS 
 

P While we wait in vigil for the Resurrection Lord, we tell the stories,  
recalling how God has loved and saved his people throughout  
history. 

 
THE STORY OF CREATION                          Genesis 1:1-2:4a 
 

1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The 
earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face 
of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of 
the waters. 
3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God 
saw that the light was good. And God separated the light from the 
darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he called 
Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first 
day. 
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6 And God said, “Let there be an expanse[a] in the midst of the 
waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” 7 And God 
made[b] the expanse and separated the waters that were under the 
expanse from the waters that were above the expanse. And it was 
so. 8 And God called the expanse Heaven.[c] And there was 
evening and there was morning, the second day. 
9 And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered 
together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was 
so. 10 God called the dry land Earth,[d] and the waters that were 
gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 
11 And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants[e] yielding 
seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each 
according to its kind, on the earth.” And it was so. 12 The earth 
brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according to their 
own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each 
according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there 
was evening and there was morning, the third day. 
14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the 
heavens to separate the day from the night. And let them be 
for signs and for seasons,[f] and for days and years, 15 and let them 
be lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the 
earth.” And it was so. 16 And God made the two great lights—the 
greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—
and the stars. 17 And God set them in the expanse of the heavens 
to give light on the earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the night, 
and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it 
was good. 19 And there was evening and there was morning, the 
fourth day. 
20 And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living 
creatures, and let birds[g] fly above the earth across the expanse of 
the heavens.” 21 So God created the great sea creatures and 
every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarm, 
according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A1-2%3A4a&version=ESV#fen-ESV-6a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A1-2%3A4a&version=ESV#fen-ESV-7b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A1-2%3A4a&version=ESV#fen-ESV-8c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A1-2%3A4a&version=ESV#fen-ESV-10d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A1-2%3A4a&version=ESV#fen-ESV-11e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A1-2%3A4a&version=ESV#fen-ESV-14f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A1-2%3A4a&version=ESV#fen-ESV-20g
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kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 And God blessed them, 
saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and 
let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there 
was morning, the fifth day. 
24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures 
according to their kinds—livestock and creeping things and beasts 
of the earth according to their kinds.” And it was so. 25 And God 
made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds and the 
livestock according to their kinds, and everything that creeps on 
the ground according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 
26 Then God said, “Let us make man[h] in our image, after our 
likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and 
over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all 
the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 
27 So God created man in his own image, 

     in the image of God he created him; 
     male and female he created them. 

28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and 
multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over 
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over 
every living thing that moves on the earth.” 29 And God said, 
“Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the 
face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall 
have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to every 
bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, 
everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green 
plant for food.” And it was so. 31 And God saw everything that he 
had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening 
and there was morning, the sixth day. 

2 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host 
of them. 2 And on the seventh day God finished his work that he 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A1-2%3A4a&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26h
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had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that 
he had done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, 
because on it God rested from all his work that he had done in 
creation. 
4 These are the generations 
of the heavens and the earth when they were created, 
in the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens. 

 

A The word of The Lord 
C Thanks be to God 
 

P Let us Pray.  Almighty God, through Your Word and Spirit You  
most wonderfully created all things, and through the Word made  
flesh You brought new life to fallen humanity.  Grant that in Your  
mercy we may be conformed to the image of Him who shares fully  
in our humanity, even Jesus Christ, our Lord.   

C Amen 
 

THE STORY OF THE FALL                            Genesis 3:1-19 
 

3 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the 
field that the LORD God had made. 

He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You[a] shall not eat 
of any tree in the garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the serpent, 
“We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God 
said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of 
the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4 But the 
serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God 
knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you 
will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the woman 
saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to 
the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one 
wise,[b] she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+3%3A1-19&version=ESV#fen-ESV-57a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+3%3A1-19&version=ESV#fen-ESV-62b
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husband who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both 
were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they 
sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. 

8 And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden 
in the cool[c] of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves 
from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the 
garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, 
“Where are you?”[d] 10 And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the 
garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid 
myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you 
eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12 The 
man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave 
me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the LORD God said to the 
woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The 
serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

14 The LORD God said to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this, 
    cursed are you above all livestock 
    and above all beasts of the field; 
on your belly you shall go, 
    and dust you shall eat 
    all the days of your life. 
15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
    and between your offspring[e] and her offspring; 
he shall bruise your head, 
    and you shall bruise his heel.” 

16 To the woman he said, 

“I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; 
    in pain you shall bring forth children. 
Your desire shall be contrary to[f] your husband, 
    but he shall rule over you.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+3%3A1-19&version=ESV#fen-ESV-64c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+3%3A1-19&version=ESV#fen-ESV-65d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+3%3A1-19&version=ESV#fen-ESV-71e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+3%3A1-19&version=ESV#fen-ESV-72f


 9 

17 And to Adam he said, 

“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife 
    and have eaten of the tree 
of which I commanded you, 
    ‘You shall not eat of it,’ 
cursed is the ground because of you; 
    in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 
    and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
19 By the sweat of your face 
    you shall eat bread, 
till you return to the ground, 
    for out of it you were taken; 
for you are dust, 
    and to dust you shall return.” 

 

P Let us pray.  Heavenly Father, when Presented with the choice,  
we chose wrong.  We were deceived and chose our way, our  
desire, our right and wrong instead of yours.  Forgive us when we  
choose our way over your way and point us to the one who  
crushes deceptions head.   We believe that in Jesus, the Word  
made flesh You brought new life to fallen humanity.  Grant that in  
Your mercy we may be conformed to the image of Him who shares  
fully in our humanity, Jesus Christ, our Lord.   

C Amen 
 

HYMN:                 “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” LSB 809, Verse 3  
 

3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, Thine own dear  
presence to cheer and to guide; Strength for today and bright  
hope for tomorrow, Blessings all mine, with ten thousand  
beside! Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; all I have needed 
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Thy hand hath provided; Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, onto 
me!  

 

 
THE STORY OF THE FLOOD        Genesis 7:1,11-16; 8:6-12; 9:8-13 
 

7 Then the LORD said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and all your 
household, for I have seen that you are righteous before me in 
this generation. 
11 In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, on 
the seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the fountains of 
the great deep burst forth, and the windows of the heavens were 
opened. 12 And rain fell upon the earth forty days and forty 
nights. 13 On the very same day Noah and his sons, Shem and 
Ham and Japheth, and Noah's wife and the three wives of his 
sons with them entered the ark, 14 they and every beast, according 
to its kind, and all the livestock according to their kinds, and every 
creeping thing that creeps on the earth, according to its kind, and 
every bird, according to its kind, every winged 
creature. 15 They went into the ark with Noah, two and two of all 
flesh in which there was the breath of life. 16 And those that 
entered, male and female of all flesh, went in as God had 
commanded him. And the LORD shut him in. 
6 At the end of forty days Noah opened the window of the ark that 
he had made 7 and sent forth a raven. It went to and fro until the 
waters were dried up from the earth. 8 Then he sent forth a dove 
from him, to see if the waters had subsided from the face of the 
ground. 9 But the dove found no place to set her foot, and she 
returned to him to the ark, for the waters were still on the face of 
the whole earth. So he put out his hand and took her and brought 
her into the ark with him. 10 He waited another seven days, and 
again he sent forth the dove out of the ark. 11 And the dove came 
back to him in the evening, and behold, in her mouth was a 
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freshly plucked olive leaf. So Noah knew that the waters had 
subsided from the earth. 12 Then he waited another seven days 
and sent forth the dove, and she did not return to him anymore. 
8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9 “Behold, I 
establish my covenant with you and your offspring after 
you, 10 and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the 
livestock, and every beast of the earth with you, as many as came 
out of the ark; it is for every beast of the earth. 11 I establish my 
covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the 
waters of the flood, and never again shall there be a flood to 
destroy the earth.” 12 And God said, “This is the sign of the 
covenant that I make between me and you and every living 
creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13 I have set my 
bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between 
me and the earth. 

 

P Let us pray.  O Lord, You kill and You raise to life; You brought  
the flood upon a wicked and perverse generation, and yet You  
saved faithful Noah and his family in the ark.  Keep us Safely in  
the ark of Christ’s body, the Church, that our mercy may come to  
its fullness and Your salvation may be preached to the ends of the  
earth; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.   

C Amen 
 
THE STORY OF ABRAHAM AND ISAAC           Genesis 22:1-18 
 

22 After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, 
“Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 2 He said, “Take your son, 
your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, 
and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of 
which I shall tell you.” 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning, 
saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and 
his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and 
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arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4 On the 
third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from 
afar. 5 Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the 
donkey; I and the boy[a] will go over there and worship and come 
again to you.” 6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering 
and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and 
the knife. So they went both of them together. 7 And Isaac said to 
his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my 
son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the 
lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God will provide for 
himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both 
of them together. 

9 When they came to the place of which God had told him, 
Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in order and 
bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the 
wood. 10 Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife 
to slaughter his son. 11 But the angel of the LORD called to him 
from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I 
am.” 12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything 
to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not 
withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13 And Abraham lifted 
up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, 
caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the 
ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So 
Abraham called the name of that place, “The LORD will 
provide”;[b] as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it 
shall be provided.”[c] 

15 And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time 
from heaven 16 and said, “By myself I have sworn, declares 
the LORD, because you have done this and have not withheld your 
son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you, and I will surely 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+22%3A1-18&version=ESV#fen-ESV-553a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+22%3A1-18&version=ESV#fen-ESV-562b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+22%3A1-18&version=ESV#fen-ESV-562c
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multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that 
is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of 
his[d] enemies, 18 and in your offspring shall all the nations of the 
earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” 

 

P Let us pray.  O God, since You promised faithful Abraham that he 
would be that father of a great multitude, You provided a substitute  
for his son Isaac.  In the fullness of time, You sent Your Son, the  
Lamb who takes away the sin of the world, to lay down His life that  
we might live as faithful children of Abraham.  Grant to all people  
a living trust in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.   

C Amen 
 

THE STORY OF THE EXODUS              Exodus 14:10-14: 21-31 
 

10 When Pharaoh drew near, the people of Israel lifted up their 
eyes, and behold, the Egyptians were marching after them, and 
they feared greatly. And the people of Israel cried out to 
the Lord. 11 They said to Moses, “Is it because there are no graves 
in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? 
What have you done to us in bringing us out of Egypt? 12 Is not 
this what we said to you in Egypt: ‘Leave us alone that we may 
serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to 
serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.” 13 And Moses 
said to the people, “Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of 
the Lord, which he will work for you today. For the Egyptians 
whom you see today, you shall never see again. 14 The Lord will 
fight for you, and you have only to be silent.” 

21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and 
the Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night 
and made the sea dry land, and the waters 
were divided. 22 And the people of Israel went into the midst of the 
sea on dry ground, the waters being a wall to them on their right 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+22%3A1-18&version=ESV#fen-ESV-565d
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hand and on their left. 23 The Egyptians pursued and went in after 
them into the midst of the sea, all Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, 
and his horsemen. 24 And in the morning watch the Lord in the 
pillar of fire and of cloud looked down on the Egyptian forces and 
threw the Egyptian forces into a panic, 25 clogging their chariot 
wheels so that they drove heavily. And the Egyptians said, “Let us 
flee from before Israel, for the Lord fights for them against the 
Egyptians.” 

26 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the 
sea, that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon 
their chariots, and upon their horsemen.” 27 So Moses stretched 
out his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to its normal 
course when the morning appeared. And as the Egyptians fled 
into it, the Lord threw the Egyptians into the midst of the 
sea. 28 The waters returned and covered the chariots and the 
horsemen; of all the host of Pharaoh that had followed them into 
the sea, not one of them remained. 29 But the people of Israel 
walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters being a wall to 
them on their right hand and on their left. 

30 Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the hand of the 
Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the 
seashore. 31 Israel saw the great power that the Lord used against 
the Egyptians, so the people feared the Lord, and they believed in 
the Lord and in his servant Moses. 

 

P Let Us Pray.  O God, You once delivered Your people Israel from  
Bondage under Pharaoh and lead them by a pillar of cloud and fire  
through the sea to safety.  Grant that we may so follow Christ that  
through the waters of Baptism we may daily die and rise with Him  
and walk in safety through the wilderness of this life until we see  
Your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.   

C Amen 
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THE VALLEY OF DRY BONES                      Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 

37 The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in 
the Spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of the 
valley;[a] it was full of bones. 2 And he led me around among them, 
and behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, 
and behold, they were very dry. 3 And he said to me, “Son of 
man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord GOD, you 
know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and 
say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5 Thus says 
the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath[b] to enter 
you, and you shall live. 6 And I will lay sinews upon you, and will 
cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put 
breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am 
the LORD.” 

7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, 
there was a sound, and behold, a rattling,[c] and the bones came 
together, bone to its bone. 8 And I looked, and behold, there were 
sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had 
covered them. But there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to 
me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to 
the breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O 
breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 10 So I 
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into 
them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great 
army. 

11 Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole 
house of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, 
and our hope is lost; we are indeed cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+37%3A1-14&version=ESV#fen-ESV-21399a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+37%3A1-14&version=ESV#fen-ESV-21403b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+37%3A1-14&version=ESV#fen-ESV-21405c
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and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will open your 
graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will 
bring you into the land of Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am 
the LORD, when I open your graves, and raise you from your 
graves, O my people. 14 And I will put my Spirit within you, and 
you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you 
shall know that I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it, 
declares the LORD.” 

P Let us pray.  O God, Your Son came as the Son of Man to breathe  
His Word and Spirit upon the dry, dead bones of Adam’s children.   
Grant that we may hear Your holy word, receive Your spirit, and  
rise each day from the death of sin to live in newness of life before  
You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.   

C Amen 
 

HYMN:       “Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray” LSB # 663, St. 1 & 4 

1 Rise, my soul, to watch and pray; From your sleep awaken! 
 Be not by the evil day Unawares o’ertaken; For the foe,  
 Well we know, Is a harvest reaping While the saints are  
 sleeping.                                            
 

4 Watch against yourself, my soul, Lest with grace you trifle; 
 Let not self your thoughts control Nor God’s mercy stifle. 
 Pride and sin Lurk within, All your hopes to shatter; Heed 
 not when they flatter. 
 

RENEWAL OF BAPTISM 
 

P Sisters and brothers, on this most holy night, the Church keeps  
vigil, awaiting the glorious resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
The apostle Paul teaches us that by baptism, we were buried with  
Christ and lay dead in order that as Christ was raised from the dead  
in the splendor of the Father, so we too share in the glorious hope  
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of Resurrection. Therefore, now that the struggle of Lent is over, let  
us renew the promises made at our baptism. I ask you, do you  
renounce all the forces of evil, the devil and all his empty promises? 

C I do. 
P Do you believe in God the Father? 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and  

earth. 
P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
C I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was  

conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin  
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and  
was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose  
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right  
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and  
the dead. 

P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
C I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the  

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection  
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

P Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession of faith which  
you made and to suffer all, rather than deny Christ? 

C I do so intend, with the help of God. 
P Do you intend to continually conform your life to the divine Word, to  

be faithful in the use of Word and Sacrament, and in faith, word and  
action to remain true to the Triune God? 

C I do so intend, with the help of God. 
 
INVITATION TO COME TO THE FONT 
 

During the song that follows, people are invited to come to the baptismal font, and 
around it and be marked with the Baptismal Water as a remembrance of their own 
baptism. It is appropriate to make the sign of the cross, just as this sign was made 
upon us at baptism. We proudly bear the sign that makes us Christian -- the cross 

of Christ. 
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Piano/Organ Duet:                               “How Great Thou Art” 
 

THE SERVICE OF PRAYER 
 

THE LITANY OF THE RESURRECTION 
 

P O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
P O Christ, 
C have mercy. 
P O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
C hear us. 
P Paschal Lamb, who was offered for us and has taken away the sin  

of the world, 
C have mercy on us. 
P Who was crucified for our transgressions and raised for our  

justification, 
C have mercy on us. 
P Who foretold Your passion saying, "The Son of Man must be  

crucified and on the third day rise again," 
C have mercy on us. 
P Who destroyed death by dying, and by rising to life again brought  

life and immortality to light, 
C have mercy on us. 
P Whose resurrection was first announced by an angel to the women, 
C have mercy on us. 
P Who appeared to Mary Magdalene and was worshiped by her, 
C have mercy on us. 
P Who revealed Yourself to the two disciples on the Emmaus road  

and made Yourself known to them in the Scriptures and in the  
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breaking of the bread, 
C have mercy on us. 
P Who appeared to the disciples, bestowing on them Your peace  

and Your Spirit, 
C have mercy on us. 
P Who showed Your wounded hands and side to the apostle Thomas  

that he too might believe, 
C have mercy on us. 
P Who appeared to Peter and to the Twelve, to over 500 disciples,  

to James and to all the apostles, and to Paul on the Damascus road, 
C have mercy on us. 
P Who commissioned Your Church to make disciples of all nations  

by baptizing and teaching them, 
C have mercy on us. 
P By Your glorious resurrection from the dead, 
C good Lord, deliver us. 
P By Your victory over sin and death, 
C good Lord, deliver us. 
P We poor sinners implore You 
C to hear us, Lord Jesus. 
P That we may daily die and rise with You in our Baptism and walk  

in the freedom of Your forgiveness, 
C grant us, good Lord. 
P That we may dwell with You forever in the new creation as citizens  

of the heavenly Jerusalem, together with all the saints, 
C grant us, good Lord. 
P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C have mercy on us. 
P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C have mercy on us. 
P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C grant us Your peace. Amen. 
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LENTEN VERSE                 “Jesus, Remember Me” LSB #767 
 

1 Jesus, remember me when You come into Your kingdom. 
 Jesus, remember me when You come into Your kingdom. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON:  The RESURRECTION OF JESUS.  John 20:1-18 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to John, the 20th Chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord.   
 

20 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the 
tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had 
been taken away from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to Simon 
Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said 
to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do 
not know where they have laid him.” 3 So Peter went out with the 
other disciple, and they were going toward the tomb. 4 Both of 
them were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter 
and reached the tomb first. 5 And stooping to look in, he saw the 
linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter 
came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen 
cloths lying there, 7 and the face cloth, which had been on 
Jesus'[a] head, not lying with the linen cloths but folded up in a 
place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who had reached the 
tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they 
did not understand the Scripture, that he must rise from the 
dead. 10 Then the disciples went back to their homes. 

11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she 
stooped to look into the tomb. 12 And she saw two angels in white, 
sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the head and one 
at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” 
She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not 
know where they have laid him.” 14 Having said this, she turned 
around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20%3A1-18&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26863a
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Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you 
weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him to be the 
gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell 
me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus 
said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in 
Aramaic,[b] “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to 
her, “Do not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; 
but go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my 
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18 Mary 
Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the 
Lord”—and that he had said these things to her. 

 

P The Gospel of the Risen Lord! 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

HYMN:           “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” LSB 457, Verses 1-4  
 

As the Hymn is sung, the lights will be raised in the Sanctuary 
 

1 Jesus Christ is ris’n today, Alleluia!  
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!  
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia!  
Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!   
 

2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!  
 Unto Christ, our heav’nly king, Alleluia!  
 Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!  
 Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!   
 

3 But the pains which He endured, Alleluia!   
  Our salvation have procured; Alleluia!  
 Now above the sky He’s king, Alleluia! 
 Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia!  
 

4 Sing we to our God above, Alleluia!   
Praise eternal as His love; Alleluia!  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20%3A1-18&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26872b
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Praise Him, all ye heav’nly host, Alleluia!  
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 

As the Hymn is sung, the lights will be raised in the Sanctuary 
 

EASTER PROCLIMATION 
 

P Christ is Risen 
C He is Risen indeed, Alleluia 
 

THE SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

PREFACE  
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

THE PROPER PREFACE 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in  
all places, with all our heart and mind and voice, praise You, O Lord,  
Holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, and Your only-begotten  
Son, Jesus Christ. For He is the very Paschal Lamb who offered  
Himself for the sin of the world, who has cleansed us by the shedding  
of His precious blood. This is the night when You brought our fathers,  
the children of Israel, out of bondage in Egypt and led them through  
the Red Sea on dry ground. This is the night when all who believe in  
Christ are delivered from bondage to sin and are restored to life and  
immortality. This is the night when Christ, the Life, arose from the  
dead. The seal of the grave is broken and the morning of the new  
creation breaks forth out of night. Oh, how wonderful and beyond all  
telling is Your mercy toward us, O God, that to redeem a slave You  
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gave Your Son. How holy is this night when all wickedness is put to  
flight and sin is washed away. How holy is this night when innocence  
is restored to the fallen and joy is given to those downcast. How  
blessed is the night when man is reconciled to God in Christ. Holy  
Father, accept now the evening sacrifices of our thanksgiving and  
praise. Let Christ, the true light and morning star, shine in our hearts,  
He who gives light to all creation, who lives and reigns with You and  
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever, 

C Amen. 
 

SANCTUS (Sung) 
 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of power and might: Heaven and  
earth are full of Your glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the  
highest. Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy  

on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into  
our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we  
receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice  
of His body and His blood on the cross.  Gathered in the name and  
the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew,  
and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to  
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own  
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth  
to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His  
kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver  
and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and  
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
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P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took  
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to  
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My † body, which is given  
for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He  
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;  
this cup is the New Testament in My † blood, which is shed for you  
for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in  
remembrance of Me.” 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Spoken) 
 

P So remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray… 
C Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy  

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not  
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the  
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
C Amen. 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS   
1) “He’s Risen, He’s Risen” LSB #480, Verses, 1 & 4  
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1  He’s risen, He’s risen, Christ Jesus, the Lord; 
 He opened death’s prison, the incarnate, true Word. 
 Break forth, hosts of heaven, in jubilant song 
 And earth, sea, and mountain their praises prolong.  
 

4 O, where is your sting, death? We fear you no more; 
 Christ rose, and now open is fair Eden’s door. 
 For all our transgressions His blood does atone; 
 Redeemed and forgiven, we now are His own. 
 

2) “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing” LSB #633, Verses 1 & 7  
 

1 At the Lamb’s high feast we sing Praise to our victorious King, 
 Who has washed us in the tide Flowing from His piercèd side. 
    Aleluia!   
 

7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! This alone can sin destroy; 
 From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, Newborn souls in You to be. 
    Aleluia!    
 

DISMISSAL 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve  
you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart in peace. 

C Amen.  
 

 
BENEDICTION 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on  
you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor †  
and give you peace.   

C Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN  
        “Come, You Faithful, Raise The Strain” LSB #487, Verses 1&5 
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1  Come, you faithful, raise the strain Of triumphant gladness!
 God has brought His Israel Into joy from sadness, 
 Loosed from Pharaoh’s bitter yoke Jacob’s sons and  

daughters, Led them with unmoistened foot  
Through the Red Sea waters.   

 

5 Alleluia! Now we cry To our King immortal, 
 Who, triumphant, burst the bars Of the tomb’s dark portal. 
 Come, you faithful, raise the strain Of triumphant gladness! 
 God has brought His Israel Into joy from sadness! 
 

SENDING 
 

P Alleluia, Christ is Risen 
C He is Risen Indeed, Alleluia 
P Go in peace, serve The Lord 
C Thanks be to God 

 
Postlude                                     “We Walk in the Light” 
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